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Introducing CDKN – who we are           

Key features

• DFID and Dutch funded
• 2010 – 2014
• £65m over 5 yrs approx £20m for Africa• £65m over 5 yrs ‐ approx £20m for Africa
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What we do and who we work with

• We support decision‐makers (typically governments) in 
delivering ‘climate compatible development’delivering ‘climate compatible development’.

• We do this by combining research, advisory services and 

Technical 
Assistance

We do this by combining research, advisory services and 
knowledge management, to support locally owned and 
managed policy processes. 

Knowledge management

Research

• We provide support across the policy cycle from developing the evidence base and 
defining the policy to accessing finance building capacity and implementing plans

Knowledge management 

defining the policy, to accessing finance, building capacity and implementing plans

• We do not preselect countries – instead we are demand‐led and operate in response to 
requests for assistance. Filters: high vulnerability, strong leadership and governance,requests for assistance. Filters: high vulnerability, strong leadership and governance, 
catalytic opportunities

• We can work at regional, national and local level. 
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Thematic areas of support

Globally In Africa

Climate compatible plans and 
strategies

Access to climate finance

AgricultureWater Energy

e.g. 
• Climate compatible development strategies in the energy sectorClimate compatible development strategies in the energy sector
• Climate finance for the water sector

Disaster risk management and resilience
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Climate negotiations capacity support



Types of services we provide

• Developing the evidence 

• Mainstreaming CC into 
national development plans 
or sectoral strategies

Agenda

base (research)
• Downscaling
• Scenario modelling
• Vulnerability 

assessments

or sectoral strategies
• National climate change 

strategies
• NAPA/NAMA development, 

prioritisation, costing
Agenda 
setting

assessments
• Economics of climate 

change

National 
development 
planning

Policy making

I l i
• Implementation plans
• Financing structures – financing Implementation 

and monitoring

• Financing structures – financing 
options, investment plans, NIEs, 
national climate funds

• MRV structures
• Building institutional capacity
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Adapted from: UNDP‐UNEP (2009) Figure 3.2, p. 15

• Awareness raising and 
communications



How we provide services

•Direct high‐level engagementDonor and partner
Engage •Mandate to operate

•Identification of needs

Donor and partner 
alignment

Stakeholder 
Scope •Agree ToRs

P

•Identification of service providers
P t d t ti

engagement

Procure •Procurement and contracting

Deliver

•Project management 
•Quality assurance

Local skills and 
knowledge Global expertise

Deliver •Quality assurance

Follow
•Continued engagement
•Programmatic approach

Building capacity

up
g pp

we adopt a tailored approach to suit your needs
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...we adopt a tailored approach to suit your needs



Examples of our support 16 Scientific Institutions: Research on climate 
change, agriculture and food security

AfDB: Briefs on 
Advisory Group for 

Finance
Senegal: NIE capacity 

African Scientists: Regional 
downscaling of climate data

LDC Negotiators: 
• Technical support to negotiators
• Capacity building on suppressed demand

The Gambia: “Climate 
P fi ” G bi ’  

COMESA: Land use and 
land based mitigation

building
AMCOW: Framework for Water Security 

and Climate Resilient Development

Uganda, Ethiopia, Mozambique: Policy support to 

Ghana: 
• National Climate Change Policy 

Framework discussion document

Proofing” Gambia’s 
development plan

Kenya: 
• Action Plan for Climate Change Strategy

C i  l l k l d  h i

g , p , q y pp
Africa Climate Change Resilience Alliance

Framework discussion document
• Initiatives mapping
• Research diagnostic

• Community level knowledge sharing

Uganda: Economics of Climate Change study

Nigeria: Implementation of National 
Rwanda: 

• National Climate Change Strategy
• Climate Fund
• Documentary

C t i h j t

Togo and Cameroon: 
Capacity building on 

adaptation in the 
energy sector

Nigeria: Implementation of National 
Adaptation Strategy and Plan of Action

Zimbabwe: Scoping a 
National Climate Change  

Countries where funds are committed

Countries where projects are active 

Mozambique: Climate 

Countries where projects are 
complete Zambezi Basin: Scenario planning 

and vulnerability mapping

energy sector
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National Climate Change  
StrategyCountries where CDKN is starting to engage Change Response Framework



Example resources:      www.climateplanning.org
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Interested in accessing our services?

Contact us: 

Africa Director: Carl.Wesselink@cdkn.org

Technical Assistance Coordinator: Jo.McDonnell@cdkn.org

www.cdkn.org
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www.cdkn.org
This document is an output from a project funded by the UK Department for International Development (DFID) for the 
benefit of developing countries. However, the views expressed and information contained in it are not necessarily those 
of or endorsed by DFID, which can accept no responsibility for such views or information or for any reliance placed on 
them. This publication has been prepared for general guidance on matters of interest only, and does not constitute 

f i l d i Y h ld h i f i i d i hi bli i i h b i i ifiprofessional advice. You should not act upon the information contained in this publication without obtaining specific 
professional advice. No representation or warranty (express or implied) is given as to the accuracy or completeness of 
the information contained in this publication, and, to the extent permitted by law, the Climate and Development 
Knowledge Network’s members, the UK Department for International Development (‘DFID’), their advisors and the 
authors and distributors of this publication do not accept or assume any liability, responsibility or duty of care for any 

f l ti f i i t t i li th i f ti t i d i thi
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consequences of you or anyone else acting, or refraining to act, in reliance on the information contained in this 
publication or for any decision based on it.

Copyright © 2010, Climate and Development Knowledge Network. All rights reserved.


